
The Fishermens Portal applauds Magistrate D O’Connell, Coroner for his 
frank observations where DAF is concerned regarding the Joint Inquest: 
CASSANDRA AND DIANNE

With honor and respect for those concerned….

Fisheries Queensland had been blasted by a Magistrate for obstruction, in-action and persistent reluctance 
to implement safety aspects of the VMS systems.

Magistrate D O’Connell, Coroner:
“I am not confident there will be meaningful change by DAF in implementing the VMS safety function”

“Their being dogmatic against this position leading up to the inquest and even in the evidence from their 
witness leaves me baffled as to why they took such an obstructionist position”

“Surely there will not need to be a bureaucratic ‘consultation period’ which does nothing to result in meaningful 
change and protection to those then working at sea. Why I raise this specifically is because at the Inquest 
DAF proposed a draft recommendation on this point which would only seek that it be ‘explored’. I make clear 
there will not be any mere ‘exploring’ of the issue by the Department, rather it will be implemented as it has 
in other jurisdictions. Our fishing industry requires no less.”

Chairman of The Fishermens Portal Inc. Mr Robert Pender noted:

‘How many times have fishermen asked the question of FQ: ‘can VMS be utilised as a safety tool?’ only to be 
brushed off every time? And now we find out they have been lying to us all the time.

Mr Pender pointed out that there are many more examples of DAF providing misleading information. 
“The Productivity Commissioner & Parliament based their decisions on information provided by these very 
same individuals. 
“What you see here, in terms of cover ups, is happening in other aspects of the review as well. The integrity 
of DAF is shot to pieces. The hardship we are experiencing as a result of this recklessness is disgusting. We’ve 
been concerned about this for a long time now. Can you really allow these same people to have ownership 
of Fisheries management  on these terms?
‘Is it fair to the wider public that these individuals can manipulate the truth in order to wreck a vibrant 
industry?
‘Until we again have confidence in them, they have no right to continue to impose their beliefs on what 
should be a wonderful seafood industry.
‘We have been working tirelessly to try to right these wrongs, with little results. Perhaps now that we have 
such a highly respected person finally lay the cards on the table, those who should be doing things about this 
scandalous situation will also start to ask the hard questions and stop allowing DAF to wriggle out of all this 
without being held to account.
Mr Pender concluded by saying that The Portal is clear in that ‘we have no-confidence in DAF whatsoever in 
its ability to function as a responsible resource management agency. 
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CORONER  CALLS  OUT  FISHERIES  QUEENSLAND. 


